Year 6
Guide to
Spring Term 1
2021

Our curriculum at Summerlea is creative and
designed to forge links between the different
areas of learning. Each topic we study is led by
a big question to get us thinking. We have
listed the main curriculum areas that will be
addressed through each question and have given a brief
outline of what we will be learning.

This term our driving question is…

Survivors and Explorers: What can the
Wild Teach you?

The key drivers for this topic are
Geography and Writing

Geography:
During this half term, we will be immersing ourselves in the incredible stories of
the brave polar explorers, Shackleton, Scott and Amundsen. These three heroic
figures were each determined to be the first to reach the South Pole, and
endured unbelievable hardships in a fight to survive in the most extreme
conditions of Antarctica.
The children will be learning how to read longitude and latitude on maps to plot
grid references. They will be using a range of maps to plan their own polar
expedition, plotting distances and landmarks on their routes. We will also be
learning how to use compasses to orientate maps, and combining all of these
skills to compete in orienteering challenges.
Writing:
In contrast to our studies around the first explorers of Antarctica, we will also be
investigating modern-day polar explorers. Our first piece of writing in 2021 will
be about a brave solo explorer called Ben Saunders. We will be creating our
own magazine articles, going into detail about how to survive a solo polar
expedition!
Later this half term, we will be studying the moving diary entries of Captain
Scott, as he and his team struggled hopelessly through unthinkable conditions.
We will then be composing our own diary entries using powerful emotive
language features and vocabulary.

Mathematics:
Our main objectives are to:
 Identify the value of each digit in numbers given to 3
decimal places and multiply numbers by 10, 100 and 1,000
giving answers up to 3 decimal places.
 Multiply one-digit numbers with up to 2 decimal places by
whole numbers.
 Use written division methods in cases where the answer has
up to 2 decimal places.
 Solve problems which require answers to be rounded to
specified degrees of accuracy.

 Solve problems involving the calculation of percentages [for
example, of measures and such as 15% of 360] and the use
of percentages for comparison.


Recall and use equivalences between simple fractions,
decimals and percentages including in different contexts.

Year Group Objectives
On the following pages are the key year group objectives for
reading, writing and maths that we use in school to assess the
children. For a child to achieve age related expectations they
need to have met all of these objectives by the end of the year.
On the school website you can also view a Year 6 English and
Maths guide which has been published by Twinkl. This useful
document can be found in Our School > Curriculum and
Assessment > Year Group Objectives and gives guidance on the
key skills covered throughout the year.

Reading:

Writing:

Maths:

