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Our curriculum at Summerlea is creative and designed to forge links 

between the different areas of learning. Each topic we study is led by a 

driving question to get us thinking. We have listed the main curriculum 

areas that will be addressed through each question and have given a 

brief outline of what we will be learning. 
This half term our driving question will be… 

Were the Vikings raiders or 

traders? 

 

 

 

The key driver for this topic is History. We will focus on how the 

Vikings lived and worked as a community leading up to 1066. We will 

study the four contenders to the English throne. 

 

English: We will begin the Spring term listening to the epic poem 

‘Beowulf’ and several examples of Viking saga stories. Our aim is to 

build up to writing our own adventurous saga using a variety of 

sentence types and language features. 



D.T: During Dragons’ Den week we will be designing and making a 

surprise artefact! 

History:  This term we will also be focusing on the Viking and Anglo-

Saxon struggle for the kingdom of England to the time of Edward the 

Confessor. We will be delving into the Viking raids and invasions. 

Geography: 

In geography we will be learning about settlements, trade and 

globalisation, including food miles and Fairtrade and compare with the 

trends in Viking times. 

Maths:  

Our main objectives are to: 

• Explore expanded and short multiplication 

• Explore expanded and short division 

• Understand area and scaling 

The National Curriculum Objectives we will be focusing on during this 

half-term are as follows: 

• multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a one- or two-digit number using 
a formal written method, including long multiplication for two-digit 
numbers 

• multiply and divide numbers mentally, drawing upon known facts 

• divide numbers up to 4 digits by a one-digit number using the 
formal written method of short division and interpret remainders 
appropriately for the context 

• calculate and compare the area of rectangles (including squares), 
including using standard units, square centimetres (cm²) and square 
metres (m²), and estimate the area of irregular shapes 



 

As a school, we have invested in the ‘Times Tables Rock Stars’ and 

‘Numbots’, educational, online platforms. We would encourage children to 

use these platforms little and often, with your support where necessary.  

 

Numbots is a robot-immersed game, with the aim of developing 

children’s understanding, recall and fluency in mental addition 

and subtraction. We would encourage our children in KS2 to 

access Numbots to consolidate their core maths skills.  

 

Times Tables Rock Stars is a carefully sequenced programme of daily 

times tables practice. Children are able to practice multiplication 

tables, and associated division facts, to develop fluency and speed in 

recalling multiplication facts. This will impact on later maths skills.  

 

Talk to your child’s class teacher for ways to help. 

  



Year 5 news and information 
The team: 

Key Stage 2 Phase Leader Mrs Galpin 
Aspen class: Miss Roberts 

Rowan Class: Mrs Arnold 

Sycamore Class: Miss Barnard 
Teaching Assistant: Mrs Mills 
Individual Needs Assistants: Mrs Cook, Mrs Hills and Miss Short 
PPA cover: Mrs Moynihan, Mrs Burge and Mrs Gerring 

 
Exciting days, trips and visitors:  
Viking experience day – Friday 28th January 2022 

International Day – 4th February 2022 
E-Safety Week – Week beginning 7th February 2022 
Safer Internet Day – 8th February 2022 
Dragons’ Den Week – Week beginning 14th February 2022 
Fire Service Visit – date to be confirmed  
 

PE & Library Days: 

Outdoor PE: All classes Friday 

Indoor PE: All classes Monday 

NB: We ask that your child has their PE kit in school every day as there may be 

unforeseen timetable changes or additional activities planned. Please ensure 

this comes straight back into school if they take it home after a sports club.    

 

Coats/snacks/drinks and equipment: 

Please ensure your child has appropriate clothing for cold/wet weather as we 

will often still go out when it is raining and remember to ensure they have a 

separate jumper for outdoor PE. We ask that every child has a water bottle in 

school and that healthy break time snacks are put in the class box as soon as 

they come in in the morning. These should be separate from their lunch. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with your child’s Class Teacher if you 

have any concerns or queries; our doors are always open. 



Preview/review 
 

At the beginning of each half term we 
would also like to invite your child to 
reflect on previous learning and look 
forward to new learning.  
 
Last half term your big question was                 
        Space: What’s out there? 
 

What did you learn? 
 
This half term our big question is 
 

Were the Vikings raiders or 

traders? 
 

What do you already know? 


