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Our curriculum at Summerlea is creative and 

designed to forge links between the different 

areas of learning. Each topic we study is led by 

a big question to get us thinking. We have 

listed the main curriculum areas that will be 

addressed through each question and have given a brief 

outline of what we will be learning. 

This term our driving question will continue to 

be… 

Survivors and Explorers: What Can the 
Wild Teach you? 

 

 

 

The key drivers for this topic are  

Reading and Writing 

Our key Geography vocabulary for this topic: 
North American countries, United States of America (USA), 

Canada, South America countries, physical (natural), human 

(man-made), Arctic circle, Antarctic circle, polar regions, 

biomes, temperate, aquatic, grassland, polar, rainforest, 

desert, tundra 
 



Reading:  
In the first half of the Spring Term, we immersed 

ourselves in survival stories based in the extreme cold 

of the Arctic and Antarctic.  In Spring 2, we are 

exploring a wider range of environments, and 

discovering what it takes to survive against the odds in the harshest deserts, the 

thickest rainforests, unforgiving mountain ranges and 

even on the almighty Atlantic Ocean.  The children will 

be reading true survival stories, and considering how 

even the most basic equipment can be used to improve 

chances of survival.   

 

Writing:  
Now that we are well into our new class book, Hatchet 

by Gary Paulsen, the children will be considering the 

story from other points of view in order to compose 

their own Newspaper Articles, reporting the crash and 

the missing boy. 

Following this, the children will also be using Hatchet as inspiration for their own 

narratives, re-writing a chapter of the book using their own ideas.   

 

Geography: 
In our Geography lessons we will be continuing our learning 

about polar regions as part of our wider learning about 

different biomes around the world. We will learn about the 

physical and human geography in North and South America, 

comparing this to West Sussex. During our learning, we will 

be using map skills to 

locate countries, major 

cities and major landmarks.  

 

 

  



Mathematics:  

Our main objectives are to: 

• solve problems involving the relative sizes of two quantities where 
missing values can be found by using integer multiplication and 
division facts 

• use, read, write and convert between standard units, converting 
measurements of length, mass, volume and time from a smaller 
unit of measure to a larger unit, and vice versa, using decimal 
notation to up to 3 decimal places 

• calculate the area of parallelograms and triangles 

• describe positions on the full coordinate grid (all 4 quadrants) 

• draw and translate simple shapes on the coordinate plane, and 
reflect them in the axes 

• interpret and construct pie charts and line graphs and use these to 
solve problems 

• calculate and interpret the mean as an average 

• calculate, estimate and compare volume of cubes and cuboids 
using standard units, including cubic centimetres (cm3) and cubic 
metres (m3), and extending to other units. 

 

As a school, we have invested in the ‘Times Tables Rock Stars’ educational, 

online platform. 

We would encourage children to use this platform little and often. 

Times Tables Rock Stars is a carefully sequenced programme of daily times tables 

practice. Children are able to practice multiplication tables, and associated division facts, 

to develop fluency and speed in recalling multiplication facts. This will impact on later 

maths skills. 

 

 

  



Year 6 information 
The team:  
Cherry Class: Mrs Radley  
Elder Class: Mr Michica 
Individual Needs Assistants: Mrs Dale, Mr Scrivens and Miss West 
Learning Support Assistant: Mrs Edwards 
Key Stage 2 Phase Leader: Mrs Galpin 
PPA cover: Mrs Moynihan and Mrs Burge 
 

Dates for your calendar: 
INSET DAY – Monday 28th February 

World Book Day – 3rd March 
Red Nose Day – 18th March 
Mock SATS week – w/b 28th March 

 
PE Days: 
Mondays: outdoor PE   

Tuesdays: indoor PE 

 

NB: We ask that your child wears their PE kit to school on the days that they will 

be having PE kit in school. 

 

Coats/snacks/drinks and equipment: 
Please ensure your child has appropriate clothing for cold/wet weather, as we 
will often still go out when it is raining and remember to ensure they have a 
separate jumper for outdoor PE. We ask that every child has a water bottle in 
school and that break time snacks healthy and separate from their lunch. 
Children only need one pencil case in school and this must fit into their drawers.   
 
 
Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with your child’s class teacher if you have 

any questions or concerns; our doors are always open. 
 

 
 



Preview/review 
 

At the beginning of each half term we like to invite 
your child to reflect on previous learning and look 
forward to new learning.  
 
Last half term your big question was: 

Survivors and Explorers: What Can 
the Wild Teach You? 

(Focus: Polar Explorers) 
What did you learn?  
 
This half term our big question is: 
 

Survivors and Explorers: What Can 
the Wild Teach You? 

(Focus: Other Environments) 
 
What do you already know? 
 
 

 
 
 



Personal Learning and Thinking Skills 
(PLTS) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


