
Year 4 - Spring 1 

Rainforests: Why are rainforest important 
to us? 

RSHCE 

Topic: Economic Wellbeing  

- Understand the factors which 

can make something good val-

ue for money. 

- Understand how to keep track of money and why 

this is important.  

- Understand ways in which we can lose money 

and the range of feelings associated with losing 

money. 

- Understand that there are a range of influences 

on job choices and that these can be positive or 

negative.  

Key dates 

PE day: Monday (outdoor) & Friday (indoor) 

Library day: Monday (Beech) & Tuesday (Elm) 

Other exciting events and trips: for our year group: 

Forest School on Tuesdays  

Highdown Hill Walking Trip—Date TBC 

See the Calendar of Events on the Newsletter for 

whole school events. 

Geography 

- Describe a biome and give examples 

- Locate and name key features of the Amazon rainforest 

- Name and describe the layers of a tropical rainforest 

- Understand hoe trees and plants adapt to their environ-

ment 

- Describe how indigenous people use the Ama-

zon’s resources.  

- Name ways in which the Amazon is changing. 

- Describe why the Amazon is important.  

- Give example of how humans are having a negative im-

pact on the Amazon and action that can be taken to help. 

Key Vocabulary:  
Amazon rainforest, deforestation, logging, mining, global warm-
ing, emergent layer, canopy layer, understory layer, forest floor, 

indigenous, biome 

Music 

We will be listening to a piece of music called ‘Stop!’ , as rap 

about bullying. Children will listen and appraise the music 

before learning about dimensions of music through games, 

singing and composing.  

Science 

Topic: Biology:  living things and their habitats 

- Recognise that  living things can be grouped in a variety of different ways 

(animals and plants). 

- Explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a 

variety of living things.  

- Recognise that environments change anf that this can some-

times pose dangers to living things.  

Scientist Focus: Dian Fossey  

English 

Core text: Toki and rides of passage (video) 

and The Great Kapok Tree by Lynn Cherry 

We will be writing a narrative 

based on Toki  and then persuasive letters from 

the animals of the rainforest about the impact 

of deforestation.   

Class reader: The Explorer by Katharine Rundell  

Maths 

Topic: Multiplication and division  

- Explain what each factor represents in an equation. 

- Partition factors within a multiplication to make it more effi-

cient. 

- Multiply and divide factors by 10, 100. 

- Explain why making a factor 10 times bigger/ 

smaller affects and product.  

Art 

We will be painting using water colours this half 

term. Children will learn how to use water colours 

to create tones and shades within their work.   

Artist study: Henri Rousseau 

Computing 

Topic: Animation 

Children will learn the basic principles and techniques of 

simple animation using Pivot Animator and Movie Soup.  

MfL French  

Topic: Gone Shopping 

Children will learn specific French vocabulary of fruit, veg-

etables and clothes. They will learn key phrases for asking 

questions needed when going shopping.  

PE 

During indoor PE, the focus will be on children’s ‘Cognitive Cog’ by identi-

fying areas to improve. Focus skills will be dynamic balance and 

ball skills. In outdoor PE, we will be applying ball skills and 

learning the rules and skills of basketball.  



Personal Learning and Thinking Skills (PLTS) 

What badge will you go for this half term? 


