
Year 3 - Spring 1 
Why do people live near  

volcanoes? 

RSHCE 

Topic: Economic Wellbeing  

- To identify the advantages and  

disadvantages of different methods of payment. 

- To explain why budgeting is important. 

- To identify how money can impact feeling and emotions. 

- To explain how peoples spending decisions can affect others 

and the environment. 

- To examine a wide range of available jobs and  

opportunities. 

- To explain why anyone can aspire to be anything. 

Key dates 

PE day: Wednesday (indoor) & Friday (outdoor) 
Library day: Wednesday (Redwood) and Thursday 
(Chestnut) 

 
See the Calendar of Events on the Newsletter for 

whole school events. 

Geography 

Our geography learning is focused on the question: ‘Why 

do people live near volcanoes?’.  

The children will explore: 

• How the Earth is constructed 

• Where mountains are found 

• Why and where we get volcanoes 

• What the effects of a volcanic 

eruption are 

• What earthquakes are and where do we get them 

• Where the rocks around our school have come 

from. 

Key Vocabulary:  

volcano, volcanic eruption, mountain, magma, lava, 
conduit, Earth’s crust, outer layer, inner layer, Earth’s 

core,  mantle 

Music 

We will be listening to the well known song ‘Three Little 

Birds’ and will be exploring the rhythm of the song as well as 

composing.  

Science 

Topic: Physics: rocks, soils and fossils, including 

the rock cycle. 

We will: 

- Identify and name different types of rock 

- Understand how soil is made and what it is made from 

- Understand the terms permeable and impermeable 

- Describe fossils and how they are made. 

Scientist Focus: Mary Anning 

English 

Core text: Street Beneath my Feet 

We will be writing a non-chronological report 
based on volcanoes. The children will be con-
sidering ways in which they can inform their 

reader about how a volcano is made, the process 
of a volcanic eruption and where they are in the 
world.   

Class reader: Stig of the dump by Clive King  

Maths 

Topic: Angles, addition and subtraction 

- Understand and find right angles  

- Understand direction (including quarter turns) 

- Find the difference (through subtraction) 

- Know partitioning strategies to support add-

ing three digit numbers that bridge a multiple 

of 100.  

Art 

We will be drawing, focusing on tone and shade this half term. 

The children will be drawing animals that live above and 

below the ground. 

Artist study: Albrecht Durer 

Computing 

Topic: Programming Turtle Logo and Scratch 

The children will learn the basic principles of pro-

gramming through the use of coding.  

MfL French  

Topic: Food Glorious Food 

Children will learn specific French vocabulary of different food 

and will learn key phrases for asking questions  

needed when asking for food and expressing preference. 

PE 

During indoor PE, the focus will be on chil-

dren’s ‘Cognitive Cog’ and focus skills will be 

dynamic balance and ball skills. In outdoor 

PE, we apply ball skills and learning the rules 

and skills of basketball.  



Personal Learning and Thinking Skills (PLTS) 

What badge will you go for this half term? 


