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We would like to wish all of our Year 6 children good luck in their SATs next week.  
They have worked incredibly hard and deserve to do brilliantly.  

Well done to all of the Year 2 children for trying so hard with their quizzes too!  

Our Resident Ducks 
You may well have heard already that our 
resident ducks have once again nested in our 
school courtyard. We came back after the Easter 
to find 17 very cute and fluffy ducklings and a 
very proud mum! To begin with they were all 
moving so quickly they were impossible to count 
and we weren’t sure exactly how many babies 
there were.  
Sadly, 2 of the ducklings were attacked last week 
by crows and died but the remaining 15 are all 
doing well and getting bigger by the day. 
The ducks are providing some wonderful 
learning opportunities for the children as they 
observe them and the staff are also very taken 
with them and consider them an extended part 
of our Summerlea family! 
We are providing food and water for them and 
we will contact Wadars Animal Rescue, as we 
did last year, once the ducklings are ready to be 
re-homed.  
Please follow us on Twitter for further updates 
@Summerleahearts.  
 
 
 

 
Week beginning 6

th
 May 

Teacher led clubs begin this week 
Tue 7

th
: 5-6pm EYFS, KS1 & KS2 maths pre-teach 

session with Mrs Robins in the IT suite 
Thurs 9

th
: Year 4 Robotic Day 

6-9pm Mind training session on behaviour for 
parents – please book a place via the office 
Fri 10

th
: Year 5 Beach trip  

 
Week beginning 13

th
 May   

Year 6 SATs week  
Book Fair in school hall Monday to Thursday from 
3pm  
Mon 13

th
:  Year 4 swimming  

Wed 15
th

 EYFS Vehicle Day  
Thur 16

th
: Year 4 assembly to parents 2.15pm  

Fri 17
th

: Year 6 to Brookfield Park 
3pm Fundraising Fiesta  

Please see the attached calendar of key dates 
and events for the summer term. Please also 
see our website calendar, as well as separate 

letters, for more information.  
 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  

French phrase of the fortnight 
Our French phrase this fortnight is:  
Parlez-moi français (Speak to me in French) 
 
 
 

 
 

 

mailto:office@summerleaschool.co.uk
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?destination=give-your-views
https://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/french/speaktomein2_fr.mp3


  

GAMING - Apex Legends 
We know that a new game, Apex Legends, is 
becoming an increasingly popular online 
game.  Although it has a long way to go before 
catching up with the popularity of Fortnite, we 
thought you might appreciate knowing a little 
more about it.  If you have no idea what Apex 
Legends is, you can read a brief summary, 
taken from The Guardian newspaper, at the 
end of this newsletter. 

PE Kit Plea! 
If you have any spare/old PE kits at home, that 
you no longer use, please could you hand them 
into the office, or to Miss Walker in Redwood 
Class? We have a shortage of spare kits to give 
to children who have forgotten or misplaced 
them, so any spares would be greatly 
appreciated. Thank you in advance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donation  
Annie and Jessica from Year 3 have donated £10 
to our FOSS library fund. We were bowled over 
by their generosity and thoughtfulness! Thank 
you girls! This is very much appreciated.  

Polling Day update   
Following previous communication, we are 
pleased that it will be business as usual on 
23rd May 2019. Arun District Council will 
not be using our school as a Polling Station 
for the European elections and so we will 
be open. They have also apologised for any 
confusion as a few parents have kindly 
brought it to our attention that their 
polling cards name our school as the venue 
for the polling station. Arun District Council 
will shortly be re-issuing polling cards.  
Thank you for your cooperation and 
support on 2nd May when our school hall 
was used as Polling Station. Everything ran 
smoothly thanks to everyone’s help. A 
special thank you to Mr Strong who was 
here to open up at 6am that morning and 
then came back to lock up at 11pm. He also 
set up all the signage and ensured our 
additional security measures were in place.  
 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Guides and Homework 
Curriculum Guides for all year groups were 
published on Friday 26th April and provide 
key information about this half term. They 
were sent electronically via ParentMail and 
are also available to download from our 
website http://www.summerlea.w-
sussex.sch.uk/ > Our School > Curriculum & 
Assessment > Curriculum Booklets. Hard 
copies are available from the main foyer. 
Homework/home-learning activities were 
sent home via your child on the same day. 
Copies were sent electronically via 
ParentMail and are available on our website 
by going to Learning Zone > How to help > 
Homework and selecting the relevant year 
group. Again, hard copies are also available 
from the main foyer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apologies 
There were two errors in the previously issued 
calendar of key dates and events for the summer 
term. Please refer to the amended version 
attached. Thank you.  
 

 

National Curriculum Assessment Results 
Information guides, produced by the Standards 
& Testing Agency for parents are now available 
to view via our website. These are particularly 
relevant if you have a child in Year 2 and Year 
6. Please go to Our School > Curriculum & 
Assessment > Assessment information for 
parents and then select the relevant Key Stage.  
 

 

 
 

                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parking 
Please do not double park in Balmoral Close, 
just opposite our school on Windsor Drive, or 
block residents’ driveways.  
We had a phone call last week from a 
resident who needed to take a family 
member to the doctor and was unable to due 
to being blocked in. Thank you for parking 
considerately at drop off and pick up times.  

http://www.summerlea.w-sussex.sch.uk/
http://www.summerlea.w-sussex.sch.uk/


  

Governors’ Newsletter 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome to the next governors’ newsletter; we hope it finds you well and rested 

after the Easter break.  

 

As you know, school leaders carried out a survey about the curriculum offer at 

Summerlea during parent consultation meetings in the second half of the spring 

term. We had 229 responses in total over the three evenings and are now in a 

position to share the key headlines with you.   

Statement Percentage of parents who agreed or 

strongly agreed  

1. My child has enjoyed the themes and 

topics covered so far.  

98.8% 

2. My child finds out new things in 

lessons. 

97.4% 

3. My child thinks lessons are 

interesting and fun.  

93% 

4. My child enjoys learning outdoors.  99.6% 

5. Forest School is a welcome addition 

to the school.  

94.7% 

6. My child has enjoyed a trip, visit or 

another special day or event.  

94.3% 

7. My child is taught well about online 

safety.  

73.8% 

(21% don’t know) 

8. The school environment has exciting 

and inspiring learning environments and 

displays.  

94.7% 

9. The half termly curriculum guides 

are useful.  

90% 

10. Having homework separate from 

the curriculum guides and in hard copy 

is useful.  

83% 

11. The school provides a good range of 

clubs.  

82.1% 

12. The school’s website contains 

useful information about the 

curriculum. 

75.6% 

(14.4% don’t know) 

13. The school provides a broad and 

balanced curriculum.  

94.8% 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Overall, the results were very positive with many 90%+. We are pleased that 

Ofsted also commended the “broad, balanced and rich curriculum” provided for 

our pupils.  

 

In relation to some statements (for example number 7 and 12), there were quite 

a higher percentage of “don’t knows”. All of this information, including comments 

added to the ‘free text’ box at the end of the survey will be shared with the 

leadership team in order for them to reflect on strengths and any actions to be 

taken. The feedback you provide in surveys helps us improve as a school. If you 

have any important issues that cannot wait, class teachers, phase leaders and 

senior leaders are always happy to answer questions and listen to any concerns.   

 

As you are all aware, the Ofsted report, following the inspection carried out last 

term, has now been published. The inspection team was fair but extremely 

rigorous. Although the outcome was disappointing for us all, the hard work that 

has been put in by everyone has been recognised by Ofsted. They could see the 

impact of the plans put in place to bring about school improvement.  

 

The leadership and management team, which includes governors, is continuing the 

work begun with the Rapid Improvement plan 2017-18 and, latterly the School 

Improvement Plan 2018-19.  

 

It is always heartening to hear from inspectors just how amazing our pupils are. 

They are consistently a credit to the school, and during the inspection, once 

again, they showed the wonderful behaviour, kindness and respect that they are 

well known for and we were incredibly proud of them.   

 

As governors of the school, we continue to work hard for the benefit of all 

stakeholders at Summerlea. The inspection report has not diminished our resolve 

to support and challenge the school leaders.  Indeed, we have three new 

members of the board whom we are incredibly happy to welcome.  

 

First is Mrs Sue Meekings our new Local Authority Governor, whom I am sure 

you have already met during parents’ events.  Sue comes to us with a wealth of 

knowledge having been a head of a Special School, recently retired. Secondly, we 

welcomed Mr Clive Patterson-Lett as a Co-opted Governor, a retired chief 

inspector of police who has had a great deal of experience with all age groups.  

Thirdly, but by no means least, is Mrs Sara Hughes, a governor whose job around 

safeguarding at West Sussex gives us the benefit of her wealth of knowledge in 

this area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Sara originally joined our Governing Body as a Co-opted Governor but has now 

swapped over to the Parent Governor role, as agreed with WSCC Governor 

Services, due to no interest in the last 2 rounds of Parent Governor vacancy 

advertisements.  Sara is a parent to a pupil in our current Reception year.  I am 

sure you will make them as welcome as we have and they look forward to meeting 

you all in school when visiting. 

 

We currently have two Co-opted Governor vacancies so if you know of anyone that 

would be interested in applying please ask them to contact the Clerk to the 

Governing Body at clerk@summerleaschool.co.uk.  The documentation for the 

current Co-opted Governor vacancies are on our school website (Our School > 

Vacancies > Co-opted Governors).  

 

As Chair of Governors, I was pleased to present the annual report to the 

Rustington Parish Council on the 11th April 2019.  There were several schools 

represented, as well as the local police inspector for the area.  Whilst budget 

constraints were discussed, from the parish council to county council to national 

level, it was clear that a lot of good work is happening in the area, not least the 

opening of the new leisure centre in Littlehampton. There is also a lot of 

volunteer work happening via the local churches.   

 

Once again I hope you all had a relaxing holiday. We look forward to this summer 

term when so many exciting teaching and learning opportunities can take place.   

 

Mrs Bev Crowter (Chair of Governors)  
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