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Friday 5th February 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers  
 
This week we have left January behind us. The mornings and evenings are slowly getting lighter 
and daffodils in our school grounds are a sign of both spring and hope at this difficult time.  
 
Class Dojo 
Last week on Class Dojo 327 messages were sent and 4,251 stories shared! We are so proud 
of the engagement with this communication platform which is helping our school community 
stay connected and allowing us to share what’s being learned at home and school through 
photos, videos and messages. As per our new Class Dojo user policy, we politely ask that work 
is uploaded to children’s portfolios between 8am and 6pm Monday to Friday wherever possible 
and that ‘quiet hours’ are respected.  
 
Bubbles 
After half term, I am hoping to be able to open up a fourteenth bubble as staff who have been 
absent return to work. Parents with children who are next on our waiting list will be contacted by 
telephone next week. Following this, we will be pleased to have been able to offer all parents 
working within the health and social care sectors as well as education and child care places.  
A reminder, as per government guidance, that if you are able to keep your child safe at home 
you should and that if you are a critical worker you should only send your child to school if you 
have to. Despite being able to offer out some more places, we will still be left with a long waiting 
list so if your circumstances have changed and you no longer require a place please do let us 
know by emailing office@summerleaschool.co.uk  
 
I am also taking this opportunity to ‘streamline’ our current bubble organisation with the aim of 
reducing the number of children from different years groups in the same bubble. Where 
possible, I have looked at keeping children in their year group and with a teacher from their year 
group too. This will be better for the children and help with the delivery of our curriculum in 
school. There will still be several mixed year group bubbles but most will only have two year 
groups in, as opposed to three or four as we have now. Bubble lists will be displayed in 
classroom windows on the first day back (Tuesday 23rd February). Please follow the one-way 
system as usual and please do not request that your child changes groups as this will not be 
possible.  
 
This term we have unfortunately had to close some bubbles, either due to a case of coronavirus 
or due to lack of staffing. Closing a bubble is always a last resort and not a decision taken 
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lightly. I will always aim to keep bubbles open whenever I can, but in some instances this may 
not always be possible if suitable cover arrangements cannot be put in place. This may 
particularly be the case if absence is unforeseen and at short notice. I can only apologise for the 
inconvenience this causes to critical worker parents and thank you for understanding this is 
unavoidable and beyond my control.  
 
Next week Holly Bubble should be re-opening on Monday and Willow on Tuesday. If, for 
any reason, either of the bubbles have to remain closed I will let you know. As always, please 
check Class Dojo and ParentMail regularly for any updates.   
 
Curriculum for reconnection 
After half term, given the uncertainty about when schools will fully re-open again, we are going 
to organise and structure our curriculum a bit differently. Each week there will be a different 
focus and this will be the same for all children, whether they are in school or learning from 
home. Further information will follow but please see the overview below to see what we have 
planned.  
 

Week beginning Focus 

22nd February (4 days due to INSET) Dragons’ Den Week 

1st March World Book Week 

8th March Well-being Week 

15th March Arts Week 

22nd March Science Week 

29th March (4 days due to Good Friday) RE and Celebration of Learning Week 

 
Phone calls home  
By the end of next week, you should have had a phone call home – either made by your child’s 
class teacher or another member of the team in their absence. If you have not had a phone call 
please let us know by emailing office@summerleaschool.co.uk with the best number to contact 
you on.  
 
Parent consultation meetings 
Although parent consultation meetings with teachers would usually take place next half term, 
these will now take place in the first half of the summer term. Further information will follow and I 
anticipate these will have to be virtual rather than face to face.  
 
Website resources 
Under the Learning Zone tab on our website and in the Remote Education section there are 
resources about wellbeing and in relation to special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). 
Under the SEND tab we have added electronic copies of Inclusion Packs for years 1 to 6. 
These include resources that should help support your child with remote education activities at 
home. We hope you find these useful.  
 
Virtual assembly  
This week’s celebration assembly is led by Miss Walker (Year 2 teacher and PE leader). All of 
our virtual assemblies can be accessed by going to: Learning Zone > Remote Education > 
Virtual Assemblies and following the links.  
 
Safer internet day 
Next Tuesday 9th February is safer internet day and this year’s theme is ‘An internet we trust: 
exploring reliability in the online world’. Please see the attached flyers which include links to a 
video and challenge that we hope the children will enjoy, as well as webinars for parents. In 
addition, there are links to two virtual assemblies on our website about this (one for EYFS & Key 
Stage 1 and one for Key Stage 2).  
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I will take this opportunity to wish all of our children and families a safe and happy half term 
when it arrives and to thank everyone for their ongoing support.  
 
I will write again after half term if there is not a need to do so before.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
Mrs Helen Morris 
Headteacher 
  



 

  

 
  



 

  

 
  



 

  

 


