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Friday 29" January 2021
Dear Parents and Carers

As we reach the end of another week | am writing to provide a further update and share some
news.

Extension of lockdown

You will no doubt be aware of the Prime Minister’'s announcement on Wednesday of this week
that the earliest schools will begin to re-open is Monday 8" March. | am sure that for many of
you the extension of lockdown will not have come as good news. | would like to take this
opportunity to acknowledge what an exceptionally difficult time it is for you all and your children,
and similarly for our staff and their families. Remote education on the scale we have currently is
still relatively new to us all and we have developed, and will continue to develop, our offer over
time. Thank you for the feedback we have received and the kind words and messages of
support - these are very much appreciated at this challenging time.

Eebruary half term week and INSET day

The Department for Education has now confirmed that schools will not be required to open to
vulnerable or key worker children during the February half term break. As such, please ensure
you have made alternative arrangements for child care as necessary, if your child has been
attending school. A reminder that Monday 22" February is an INSET day and we will be closed
on this day as well.

Confirmed positive cases and lateral flow testing

You will have seen from recent communication that some positive confirmed cases of Covid-19
at our school since the start of term has led to bubble closures and close contacts having to
self-isolate. This week lateral flow testing has been made available to staff. These tests are
undertaken at home and if a positive or two void results is obtained staff have to isolate and
book a PCR test. If this occurs it will inevitably have an impact of staffing capacity so please do
ensure you are regularly checking Parentmail and our school website, as well as Class Dojo for
updates, in case it becomes necessary to close bubbles at short notice.

Class Dojo
As previously mentioned, we have compiled a Class Dojo User Policy and this is now available

to view on our website by going to ‘Learning Zone’ > ‘Remote Education’ > ‘Class Dojo’. Please
do take the time to read this important policy, which clearly outlines our expectations of all
users.
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Hard copies of remote education activities
As per our remote education plan hard copies of work can be collected from the school office on

request. Please email office@summerleaschool.co.uk if you require these. Work for the week
ahead will be available by 10.30am each Monday to allow us time to print the work after
teachers have prepared it. If you require the work before this then please ring ahead to check it
will be ready.

Phone calls home

Over the next two weeks class teachers will be making phone calls home to touch base and
check in with families before half term. Some teachers may be calling from their own phones
and so if you have a call from a private number it could be them. Please ensure the office hold
your most up to date contact details. Teachers will leave a message if they are unable to reach
you.

Parking and safety
We have had a few concerns raised about inconsiderate and unsafe parking as well as the

conduct of adults outside of school. This is not at all acceptable, especially as children may
witness this. We also ask that you are mindful of families who have disabilities, not always
visible, who may be using a blue badge to park in a more accessible way. A reminder that if you
do see vehicles parking or driving unsafely that you report these directly to Operation
Crackdown via their website: www.operationcrackdown.org Thank you for your support in
making our community safer for everyone.

Virtual assembly
This week’s virtual celebration assembly is led by Mrs Robins (EYFS Leader) and is available to

view via our website by going to ‘Learning Zone’ > ‘Remote Education’ > ‘Virtual Assemblies’.

Specsavers Virtual Sussex Winter Games
Next week sees the return of the Specsavers Virtual Sussex School Games. There will be lots

of active challenges for the children to get involved in whether at home or in school with points
and prizes on offer! Challenges will be included as part of remote education activities. Last
academic year we came first within out locality so let’s get ready to give this our all again. For
more information visit: www.sussexschoolgames.co.uk Go team Summerlea!

West Sussex online library resources
Whilst access to West Sussex library buildings is limited, they have developed an alternative
offer online. Please see the accompanying flyer for further details.

| will write again soon. In the meantime, please take care and keep in touch.
Yours sincerely
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Mrs Helen Morris
Headteacher
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West Sussex Libraries

Have you looked recently to see what
West Sussex County Council Library Service has to offer?

While access to West Sussex library buildings is limited, we have developed an alternative
library offer online.

Some of our resources require a library card number for access. Don’t have a library card
yet? You can join online for free and it’s really easy to do, or you may prefer to phone your
local library. Our current opening hours and services are subject to change at short notice,
so please check before visiting.

For our latest updates, follow West Sussex Libraries and Schools Library Service on Twitter -
@WSCCLibraries and @WestSussexSLS - or join our Family Corner Facebook group.
Help with children's learning at home

The link above takes you to a whole range of information and websites to support you and
your children with learning at home. Some highlights can be found below.

For younger children (preschool and KS1)
Booktrust has a wealth of resources and advice for parents of children from birth and
onwards. They've created a Home Time Hub with book-related quizzes, games, drawalongs

and videos for families to enjoy.

The Schools Library Service (SLS) booklists page has suggested reading for picture books,
beginner reads and short chapter books on a range of subjects.

Every year, the SLS offers schools the opportunity to take part in their Picture Books to
Shout About book awards. View their lists of past winners and longlists for more
recommended reads.
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For older children (KS2 onwards)

See the Schools Library Service website for KS2 booklists to support the curriculum,
including information book titles for class topics and fiction suggestions for each year group.

Your library card gives you access to a range of elnformation resources including the junior
and student levels of the Britannica Library, and Oxford Reference, which has over 100
reference titles such as dictionaries, timelines, flags and maps.

Take a walk around where you live and find out about your local area, with our town and
village guides on the West Sussex Past Portal. It also has lots of resources to support local
history projects, and West Sussex Past Pictures gives you access to thousands of historical
images from our own collections and from local museums.

For coding activities, visit the Scratch website, which has free guides and projects for
children to try at home, or request a micro:bit Starter Kit to borrow from us on our

catalogue.

If you cannot find what you're looking for, use our Ask a Librarian form to contact
our Enquiries Team, who will find information on any subject and respond to your
query within 7 working days.

Reading for Pleasure

Reading should be fun! One of the best things you can do for your children’s learning is to
make reading together part of your routine. Read aloud, use funny voices, talk about the
pictures, or act out parts of a story; there’s no right or wrong way to share a book. Don’t
worry if children can't sit for long or are easily distracted, just a few minutes a day can make
all the difference. The most important thing is to let them choose something they’'ll enjoy!

You can find some great things to do in your free time on our Children's Activities page, with
amazing videos and downloads from authors, illustrators and publishers. For a huge range of
fiction and non-fiction reviews and recommendations, LoveReading4Kids is a brilliant
website.

Poetry is fantastic for engaging even the most reluctant readers, and is an effective way of
introducing different themes and ideas to children. You can explore poetry collections by
topic on the Poetry By Heart website. Poetry is often best enjoyed out loud, so listen to
some brilliant recordings on the Children's Poetry Archive, which organises their collection by
subject and audience age range.

Library staff have also recorded plenty of Rhymetime and Story Time videos, for you to
watch and join in with from home.
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We have a dedicated page for teens, with links to author websites, podcast
recommendations and reading suggestions.

Help from Libraries

Not sure what to read next? Complete our Staff Select form and we'll chose for you! It's
helpful if you can provide some information such as your child’s age, interests, and type of
books they enjoy, so we can choose something we know they’ll love. So whether you have
run out of Tom Gates, like books about bugs, or want some interactive picture books for a
lively little one, get in touch!

Alternatively, you can use your library card and PIN to reserve any items from across West
Sussex Libraries for free via our online catalogue, or place requests by phone. We'll contact
you to let you know when they are available at your chosen branch, and you can collect
them from library front doors during their opening hours. You'll be able to return items to
our drop boxes at the same time.

Libraries also have eB ooks, newspapers and magazines for children, teenagers and
adults which can be downloaded free of charge, and we're adding more titles every day. All
you need is your library card.

For customers who are unable to visit the library in person, we can arrange to bring a
selection of items to you via our Essential Delivery Service.

SEND
We have a range of specialist resources for children and young people with additional needs.
A collection of sensory stories, created by Bag Books, are available to reserve and borrow to

share at home. While these stories are enjoyed by all, they are particularly suited to children
with a wide range additional needs and disabilities. View the collection on our catalogue.

Library staff have recorded some DIY sensory stories for you to try at home, which include a
list of props you can gather from around the home and use to enhance the story. They are
available to view on our Story Magic Youtube playlist.

Understand Me is a collection of resources, available to anyone who needs help with
communication to request and borrow for free, from any West Sussex library. These include
devices for recording personal messages, and specially adapted toys to help young children
learn through play. For more information contact toni.oliver@westsussex.gov.uk

Our booklists page has an additional needs section with resources to support hearing-
impaired children, giant print and Braille picture books, and books on ASD. Barrington Stoke
publish books specifically designed for dyslexic and reluctant readers. They have advice and
support for parents and carers on their website, including a home help pack. The majority of
their titles are available to request from our libraries.
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Wellbeing

The link above will take you to a range of information on services and library resources to
support physical and mental wellbeing, as well as signposting to organisations who work
with children and young people.
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We have put together some booklists recommending titles for specific interests or to support
children with difficult situations or new experiences. Topics include behaviour and manners,
fears and anxieties, celebrating diversity and many more.

We have all of the books on The Reading Agency's Reading Well schemes, which can be
reserved on our catalogue. Many are also available as eBooks to download from

our eLibrary. The scheme includes specific lists for children and teens, to support their
mental health.

The Reading Agency have also curated a collection of books to help children understand and

cope with anxieties surrounding lockdown and coronavirus; they are organised under the
themes ‘Staying Safe’, ‘Staying Calm’, ‘Staying Connected’, 'Staying Home’ and 'Staying
Hopeful”
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SAFE IN SUSSEX

refuge. education. freedom

If you are not sure whether it is domestic abuse,
please call our friendly and trained staff, they are
here to help.

Lockdown rules do not apply if you need

to leave home because of domestic abuse,
support services are still open and can help. If
you are in immediate danger, please dial 999.

PLEASE SEEK HELP

Our helpline is available Monday to Friday from

9.30am to 2.30pm call us on 01903 896202

Online Chat is available Monday to Friday

12.30pm to 2.30pm via our website www.safeinsussex.org



