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Friday, 27 January 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It just doesn’t seem possible that we are fast approaching the end of January!  I think we are all looking 
forward to longer days and taking pleasure from the bulbs pushing their way through the frozen soil. 
Speaking of bulbs, we would like to thank Mrs Hills and her pupil helpers who have planted the daffodil 
bulbs that have been donated by the Parish Council.  We look forward to seeing those in the coming 
weeks. 
 
New Headteacher appointment 
We are delighted to inform you that this week we successfully appointed a new Headteacher for 
Summerlea. We are excited about the appointment and can't wait to share further information with 
parents.  Once we have completed the final paperwork we will let you know their name and further 
information including their start date. Meanwhile Mrs Smailes will continue as Executive Headteacher 
ensuring a smooth transition for staff, children and parents. 
 
Strike Day – School Open 
A reminder that the school will be open as usual on Wednesday 1st February. Further strike days are 
planned for the 2nd, 15th and 16th March and we will let you know via Parentmail the week before each 
of these dates whether the school will be open, to enable you to plan childcare if required. 
 
School Pupil Council Update 
The school pupil council are currently focused on improving our school environment by looking at ways 
to reduce litter.  They are working hard to encourage everyone to take responsibility and understand the 
impact that we can all have on the environment. 
 
Some Sad News 
We are very sorry to say that our beautiful Pets as Therapy dog, Nanna, sadly passed away last week.  
We know that Nanna put a smile on the faces of everyone who met her and that she will be very much 
missed by us here at Summerlea.  We have passed on our condolences to her owner Gaynor. 
 
Time to Dance 2023 
Fancy a night out? Want to cheer on our amazing dancers?  
On Thursday 23rd March, Summerlea Dance Squad will be returning to Time to Dance for another year 
to perform and we would love as many of you as possible supporting and cheering us on!  
 
Tickets go on sale on Tuesday 28th February.  
Tickets cost £7.50 and a group of 4 costs £25.  
You will have to book them through Worthing Pavilion Box Office: 01903 206206. 
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Parent Governor Vacancy 
Hopefully you will have seen the communication sent out last week regarding a vacancy for a Parent 
Governor. We would be interested to hear from any parents/carers who would like to stand for this 
important and rewarding voluntary position. If you are interested, please complete the nomination form, 
ensuring that you obtain the signature of 2 parents/legal guardians who support your nomination. You  
must also include a brief election statement describing your background and how you feel you could 
contribute to the school as a parent governor. Please return this to school in a sealed envelope, marked 
for the attention of the headteacher, no later than 9am on Friday 3rd February.  
 
We just had to share… 
… this beautiful piece of art produced by one of our Yr5 pupils.  We think it is a very important message 
too. 

 
 
Parking 
Please can we ask that all parents and carers park considerately.  We have received a number of 
complaints with regards to driveways being blocked and abusive or aggressive behaviours.  The cones 
are put out by school to alleviate cars parking dangerously around the immediate entrance to the school.  
When cars park on pavements it makes it even more dangerous for the pupils and other pedestrians 
coming into school.   
We normally signpost you to report concerns to Operation Crackdown but this has now changed.  We 
encourage you ALL to report parking concerns.  Please take a look at: 
www.sussex.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information, ‘Nuisance Parking and Abandoned Vehicles’ page 
for more information about when and how to report concerns. 
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Uniform  
We are proud of our uniform and want to maintain the high standards children returned to school with at 
the beginning of term. 
 
We want to remind you of the following things: 

• Plain white, plain grey, plain dark green or plain black socks or tights. 
• Shoes – these must be suitable for school wear i.e. black and sensible. 
• Plain black trainers are acceptable. 
• Plain green / black / white shorts that are modest. 
• Items with a logo other than our school logo are not acceptable. 

 
Parent Consultations 
We hope you have seen the letter that was sent home with the children on 25th January about Parent 
Consultations taking place after half term. Please return the slip by Monday 30th January.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
 Kind regards, 

  
Ms Marie Smailes 
Executive Headteacher 
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